268   SCENES IN THE DECKAN.

Few scenes are more lovely than the beau-
tiful Valley of the Khrishna, as seen from
the open Temples of Mahabuleshwar.
The smooth and brightly gleaming waters,
like a silvery thread, wind their quiet way
between the richly wooded hills, which
form a vista of fertile shelter to the grassy
banks ; while the herds, feeding peacefully
beside the sacred river, complete the scene,
and afford a glimpse of pastoral beauty,
the more fair and sweet, perhaps, as con-
trasted with the sublime mountain soli-
tudes of the immediate neighbourhood.

The necessary supplies of life, are
readily procured upon the hills, from a
good bazaar, stocked with European ar-
ticles ; the soil is highly favourable to cul-
tivation, and several Chinamen possess
gardens well stocked with English vege-
tables ; the potatoes, more particularly,
being nearly equal to those of the Neil-
gherry hills; the beef and mutton are also
of superior quality, the latter fine-grained,
and of the most excellent flavour.